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I welcome the opportunity to reauthorize federal agricultural policies affecting American agricultural production in the development of the 2012 Farm Bill.  As a significant contributor to U.S. farm receipts and balance of trade, it is extremely important that the issues affecting specialty crops play a meaningful role in the Farm Bill.  Specialty crops, including fruits, vegetables, nuts, horticultural crops and others, represent over a third of gross agricultural cash receipts in the U.S., and hence have a significant stake in our nation’s agricultural policy.

Florida ranks among the top ten states in the nation in agricultural crop value and 2nd in the specialty crop production with a wide variety of fruit, vegetable and nursery crops grown through the state.  The Farm Bill five-year farm policy measure should continue and strengthen its emphasis on key areas such as pest and disease, research, as well as giving states the flexibility needed to better address environmental challenges and ensuring critical resources are available to respond to the unique needs of specialty crops in most budget efficient manner possible. 
Historically, many Florida agricultural producers – and specialty crop growers throughout the country - have chosen to base their economic decisions on the market place and have not relied on federal farm price support programs.  However, these markets can be very volatile and the industry faces extreme and somewhat unique pressures including ever increasing environmental challenges, labor and production costs beyond that of our competitors, subsidized foreign market competition.   In addition, unprecedented exposure to pests and disease and state-of-the-art agricultural research needs tailored to the needs of fruit and vegetable production is also vital. 
Florida is listed by the USDA as the number two high risk state second only to California regarding exotic pest and disease introductions pressure.  According to the Florida Department of Agriculture, costs to combat pests and diseases affecting Florida farmers, have easily exceeded one billion dollars over the last decade.
I call the Committee and USDA’s attention to a threat faced by one of the major specialty crops in the United States, of national and international significance, Citrus Greening and the Asian Citrus Psyllid.  Citrus Greening is one of the most devastating diseases affecting any commercial agricultural crop, as recognized by the National Academy of Sciences.  “Citrus Greening” disease represents a serious and immediate threat to the entire $12.2 billion U.S. citrus industry in Florida, California, Alabama and Louisiana and Texas.  Timely research on Citrus Greening and its vector, the Asian Citrus Psyllid, is absolutely essential to ensuring the future of citrus production in this country.  

Specialty Crop Farm Bill measures such as the such Pest and Disease Management Program “Section 10201”, the Specialty Crop Block Grants, the Specialty Crop Research Initiative, and well as marketing, nutrition, and other programs provide valuable opportunities for Florida and US specialty crop industry in American farm policy.
Also mindful of the fiscal constraints facing our federal budget and increasing national debt, we must be vigilant within this Committee and working with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to focus valuable federal resources in those areas with the most effective impact to sustain and strengthen specialty crop and agricultural production in our nation.   I look forward to working with my colleagues toward that end as we consider reauthorization of the 2012 Farm Bill.

